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N a t i o n a l l y

SERVING BOTH HOME & COMMUNITY

ACRA has come together with other groups and 
individuals throughout the country in order to stop 
this further imposition of a penal tax on our members. 
ACRA is now a leading member of the Campaign against 
Household and Water Tax. The campaign was launched 
by ACRA and the other groups in the Teachers’ Club in 
front of hundreds of delegates and the National Media.

From January the Fine Gael/Labour coalition will attempt 
to impose a new household tax on us and will begin 
installing water meters in homes across the state. Rural 
households will face an additional septic tank tax.

 - Job losses, pay cuts, social welfare cuts, negative equity, 
energy price hikes. This Government, like its predecessor, 
is determined to make us pay for the financial crisis. Our 
living standards are being attacked and our social services 
are being savaged to pay for the financial gambling of 
developers and bankers. While the government has said 
the household tax will initially start at €100 annually, it has 
agreed with the IMF/EU that from 2014 households will be 
charged for the use of water. This then is just the beginning 
of a range of taxes that households will face over the 
coming years. They will amount to a full-scale property tax 
on the family home. “Sure it’s only €100 per year, that’s just 
€2 a week –everyone can afford that”. When he announced 
the household charge, Minister for the Environment, Phil 
Hogan described it as “a modest €2 per week”. Modest 
when you are on an excessive salary like the Minister, but 
not so modest when the choice you have is putting food on 
the table or paying your mortgage. 

The household tax has been introduced as a “temporary 
measure”. The government plans to replace it with “a 

full property tax” and a separate water charge by 2014. 
Minister Hogan has said that he could not even guarantee 
that the charge would not increase for the duration of 
the so-called “temporary period” John Fitzgerald of the 
Economic & Social Research Institute, (the government’s 
semi-official economic think tank) and whose wisdom 
is adored by the political establishment, has said that the 
new taxes should be as high as €1,300 per annum on the 
average household. This immediate household tax will be 
charged at a flat rate. So a millionaire living in a mansion 
will pay the same rate of household tax as a worker living 
in a modest house. This is deeply unjust and is yet another 
example of the government trying to force ordinary people 
pay for the greed of the rich.

It will be claimed that revenue from this tax will be set aside 
for investment in local services and that certain households 
will be offered exemptions and waivers. We have heard all 
this before. Remember that bin charge waivers have all but 
been abolished and the waste collection service across the 
state has been privatised. The revenue collected will not 
be used to enhance local services but will go straight into 
paying bankers’ gambling debts. Again as we have seen with 
other public services, the real role in bringing in payments 
is to create an income stream so that the utility is then sold 
off to the very same gamblers and speculators who have 
the country in the mess it’s in. The current Government is 
preparing to sell off the electricity and gas infrastructure 
along with the forests and roads. 

But we don’t have to take this. We have the power to stop 
this tax. If we all refuse to pay they cannot impose this 
unjust tax on us. Across the state a campaign is being built 
to oppose this tax. The campaign will be based on > page 3

HOUSEHOLD TAX:
DON’T PAY,  DON’T REGISTER
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ACRA POLICY  
ON ESSENTIAL 

SERVICES
ACRA is totally opposed to  

waste, water, sewerage and  
public lighting charges  
under any circumstances. 

We believe services should  
be run efficiently under  

public control and funded  
from Central Taxation.  
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ACRA POLICY  
ON ESSENTIAL 

SERVICES
ACRA is totally opposed to  

waste, water, sewerage and  
public lighting charges  
under any circumstances. 

We believe services should  
be run efficiently under  

public control and funded  
from Central Taxation.  

from front > a refusal to pay and the defence of non-payers. Building this 
campaign will need the active involvement of all our members and can only be 
won with the involvement of ordinary people like you. Our members have up 
and down the country initiated meetings with other activists in order to mobilize 
public support. It is vitally important that they continue this momentum and 
work with all groups who are opposed to this tax; it is not necessary that we agree 
on any other issues with them or that we even like them personally or politically, 
but it is incumbent on us to help build a mass movement. Remember that since 
this crisis started this is the first opportunity where the people have to actually 
hand over a payment directly to the State. It is your first opportunity to say NO, 
enough is enough – We can’t Pay and We won’t Pay. 

Get involved. By standing together we can and will beat this tax.

WHY YOU SHOULD NOT PAY 
7 Reasons to Boycott the Household Tax

1. INCREASE every year. Starting off at €100, the combined home and 
water tax will soon be up to €1,300 per year. 

2. It’s another attempt to make us pay for the financial crisis. Every 
cent taken in from this tax will go straight to paying off BANKERS’ 
gambling debts. 

3. If this tax is successfully implemented it will lead to a water tax which 
will in turn lead to the PRIVATISATION of the domestic water supply. 
Just as happened with our bin service, our water supply is being seen 
as a potential source of profit for private companies. 

4. The household tax will take money out of your pocket and the pockets 
of hundreds of thousands of others. This is money that won’t get spent 
in local shops and businesses leading to more workplace closures and 
higher unemployment. Instead of helping to solve the economic crisis 
the household tax will make the crisis WORSE. 

5. It’s an UNJUST tax. It’s a flat rate so the millionaire living in a mansion 
will pay the same as ordinary working people. It takes no account of 
ability to pay. 

6. This is our chance to FIGHT BACK. Ordinary people have suffered 
hugely under the government/EU/IMF austerity agenda. This is our 
chance to say no!

7. WE CAN WIN.  In the 1990s a campaign of people power, based on 
a refusal to pay, forced the government to abolish domestic water 
charges. In Britain a non-payment campaign defeated Thatcher’s Poll 
Tax in 1989/90. It’s clear that non-payment and community solidarity 
can win.

For further information contact your Local Residents’ Association or  
www.acra.ie or www.nohouseholdtax.org
Or find us on Facebook - ‘Campaign Against Household and Water Taxes’
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European Year for 
Active Ageing and 
Solidarity between 
Generations 2012
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European Year for 
Active Ageing and 
Solidarity between 
Generations 2012

Last year the European Commission proposed that 
2012 be designated as the ‘European Year for Active 
Ageing and Solidarity between Generations’. This is 
an important step as we begin to discuss the challenges 
and benefits that our changing population will bring 
to Europe over the coming decades. The European 
year 2012 aims to help create better job opportunities 
and working conditions for the growing number of 
older people in Europe, help them take an active role 
in society and encourage healthy ageing. Active Ageing 
allows all of us to realise our potential for wellbeing 
throughout our lives, participate in society and provides 
us with protection, security and care when we need it.

The European Year 2012 acknowledges the challenges 
that we face as a society as the population ages, but it also 
recognises the benefits of having an inclusive approach 
to ageing. As our age demographics shift, we will need 
to look at policies on family welfare, education, training, 
employment and how we finance health care and pensions. 
Europeans today are living longer and healthier lives, a fact 
that needs to be celebrated. The challenge brought about by 
this historic achievement however, cannot be overlooked. 
On average in the EU, there are currently four people of 
working age (15 – 64) for every person over 65. By 2060, 
there will only be two people of working age for every 
person over 65.

Ireland currently has the highest fertility rate of the 27 
EU states, with the average number of children per Irish 
woman standing at 2.07. This is a positive trend for 

Ireland as we seek to maintain a vibrant community and a 
strong economy into the future. As the average age of our 
population increases however, there will be more pressure 
on public services and finances. The European year 2012 
allows us to discuss these issues and ensure that solidarity 
between generations is maintained.

The Year of Active Ageing 2012 will promote the view that 
these challenges give us great opportunities where we can 
help solve some of the most important problems facing us. 
By empowering older people to age with better health and 
security, we can ensure that they continue to contribute 
throughout their working lives so that we can respond 
to changes in a way that is fair to all in the community. 
Encouraging the sharing of experience and skills through 
mentoring will encourage younger people to see the 
interdependence of the generations and the importance of 
learning from those who have the knowledge needed to 
succeed in work and life. 

The European Year 2012 gives us a launching pad for 
raising awareness of the contribution that older people 
make to society. It will encourage policy makers and 
stakeholders to take action on these issues facing us and it 
promotes better cooperation and sharing of experiences and 
views between generations, helping to create a stronger and 
more inclusive community for all of us. 

The official website for the European Year 2012, which will 
have further information and a calendar of events, will be 
launched at the beginning of next year. 
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MEADOWBROOK has won the 
2011 OVERALL AWARD as the 
Tidiest District in the county 
of Dun Laogahire – Rathdown, 
Dublin. This is their second victory 
in a row and their fourth time in a 
period of ten years. 

Meadowbrook has been an active 
member of ACRA for over forty years 
and through this magazine they have 
shared their winning formula with 
others keen to emulate their success. 
Since they were formed back in 1969 
they have actively participated in the 
great ACRA struggles for fairness 
and equity. Meadowbrook was in 
the vanguard of the Anti- Ground 
Rents campaign, so successfully led 
by ACRA. This feudal system of 
robbery was eventually legislated 
for and mostly eliminated although 
some unwelcome remnants remain. 
The other titan struggle of ACRA on 
behalf of its members was that against 
the imposition of back breaking rates. 

ACRA’s phenomenal success in that 
campaign was due to the ability and 
persistence of individual residents and 
their associations like Meadowbrook 
in supporting ACRA.

The attempted crass imposition of 
water charges which were already 
accounted for in our taxes was 
also successfully rebuffed by the 
populace led by ACRA. The service 
charges debacle brought local 
government and the Department of 
the Environment into disrepute and 
resulted in unnecessary confrontation 
with ordinary citizens. The end result 
was failure of the campaign, loss of 
the control of waste by local councils 
and the loss of a very good source of 
funding for them. The private waste 
providers are making a fortune and 
the environment is worse off than 
it was. Because of the community 
spirit of local communities like 
Meadowbrook and of our other 
member organisations, litter is not 

the scourge it was as voluntary groups 
are collecting it.

Great Victory For Team Work
Meadowbrook Tidy Districts group is 
absolutely delighted with their success 
in being recognised as the best estate in 
the County. They have three pieces of 
landscape sculpture made from wood 
by their own resident and artist Nick 
Ryan. They also have a unique Bird 
Panel with beautiful illustrations which 
describes each bird in English agus as 
Gaelige. They have hanging baskets 
around the estate and over twenty large 
planters full of flowering plants from 
May each year at all the corners of their 
roads. Their Chairperson, Michael 
Maher thanked all of the Team and 
other residents like Cathal Mulvaney, 
Danny Considine, the Riordan family 
and all of the residents who maintained 
their verges and collected litter when 
it appeared. He also thanked local 
supermarket SuperValu for their 
financial support in 2011.

MEADOWBROOK AND ACRA
by D Donnelly

L-R: Donal Donnelly, Michael Maher, Joe Mulvaney, Cllr John Bailey, Cathaoirleach DLRCOCO, Michael Cushion.
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No Real Council Understanding
One of Meadowbrook’s most 
attractive aspects is their pristine 
verges. The grass and weeds are 
cut very regularly which has the 
added advantage of discouraging 
litter louts. Part of the success of 
this strategy was that there was the 
arrangement over several years for 
Dun Laoghire Council staff to collect 
the accumulated well packed bags of 
green waste on a regular basis. One of 
the residents allowed their secluded 
side garden, at no charge, to be used 
as collection area. It was an ideal 
arrangement. 

Meadowbrook has no special green 
space (unlike most estates of their 
time) so cannot organise a communal 
compost area. DLRCOCO charges 
6 Euro per car for green waste and 
one has to drive to their depot in 
Ballyogan. Now the Environment 
Department of Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown has arbitrarily ended 
our collection arrangement without 
any discussion of alternatives 
with the Tidy District Group. It is 
hard to believe that a Department 
styling itself “Environment” would 
contemplate such an anti-community 
action against one of its best 
performers. Meadowbrook cleans up 
all its winter leaves to maintain the 
area and to prevent blocked drains.
The person who now collects these 
leaves must travel to the DLRCOCO 
waste disposal facility and PAY FOR 
THE PRIVILEGE of doing council 
work! Compared against the current 
television programmes emphasising 
the importance of community and 
government support this must win 
a prize for hypocrisy. The council 
staff who thought this one up point 
to their concern about starting 
a precedent! Again it is the old 
story – you have to do it yourselves 
voluntarily - and pay for it, while the 
well paid bureaucrats think up more 
obstacles for communities. 

JUDGES’ COMMENTS ON MEADOWBROOK
Meadowbrook Residents’ Association has managed to maintain a 
wonderful clean and tidy estate that is greatly enhanced by the various 
plantings and features. The majority of properties are well maintained - a 
few are showing minor signs of weathering with flaky paint on window 
ledges. Gardens and driveways are maintained to a high or very high 
standard; throughout the whole estate only 5 properties have an issue 
with weeds in either the garden or driveway. Verges are maintained to 
a high standard throughout having been neatly mowed; several verges 
have also been edged which give the area a crisp clean look. A couple of 
verges are a little overgrown, whilst there are bare patches in a further 
two locations, with one having been reseeded. A car is parked on the 
verge in one location. The small green area at the end of Willow Gate 
is well maintained, a small piece of litter was found at this location 
(sweet wrapper). There was also a small amount of litter in Beech lawn. 
Meadowbrook excel with all the additional plantings throughout the 
estate. There is a large number of hanging baskets and planters to be 
found throughout the estate and all are well maintained. No graffiti or 
dog waste was evident throughout the estate. 

L-R:  Cllr Jim O’Dea (Dundrum), Michael Maher, Chairperson Meadowbrook Tidy 
Districts, Donal Donnelly, Cllr John Bailey, Cathaoirleach DLRCOCO.

Michael Maher, Chairperson of Meadowbrook Tidy Districts Group, Cllr John Bailey 
Cathaoirleach of Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and Donal Donnelly.



8

Who are these people that you can’t 
say no to? Who are these people 
who wish to control and cherry-pick 
the best and most desirable parts of 
democracy to suit their own agenda? 
Democracy is a form of government 
in which all of the people have an 
equal say in the decisions that affect 
their lives. EU policy seems to dictate 
that some member states are more 
equal than others. What would have 
been so terrible about the people of 
Greece having their say in the form 
of a referendum? Perhaps it is time 
for all member states to rethink the 
EU and our part in it. While the 
lucky few shared in the wealth created 
by EU economic policies it is now 
austerity for all. 

History has shown that if people 
are treated unfairly they will take to 
the streets in protest. The Occupy 
Wall Street protest, which started 
on September 17th 2011, is a series 
of demonstrations in New York’s 
financial district. Their aim is to 
make their voices count in the 
political process. They want a policy 

that ends inequality and looks out for 
the health and economic well being 
of the 99%, not a system that’s rigged 
to look out for the interests of the 
wealthy elite and powerful. In mid 
October the Occupy London protest 
set up next to St Paul’s Cathedral. 
The protest camp has become 

a beacon for all kinds of people 
including the homeless. In Ireland 
the Occupy Dame street protest set 
up camp on the plaza outside the 
Central Bank Dublin in mid October. 
Other Irish protest camps are in 
Waterford, Galway, Cork and Belfast. 
The Occupy Wall Street movement 
continues to inspire protesters 
across the U.S. and beyond, with 
demonstrators gathering in over 50 
American and other European cities. 

The EU is now like an express train 
that’s going too fast; it has an immense 
appetite for control and power. Its 
leaders dither, stumbling from one 
crisis to the next, with summits and 
meetings but are unable to solve 
anything. It must be slowed down, 
before it goes off the rails altogether 
and destroys the future for generations 
to come. It must be stopped, brought 
under control and broken up. We need 
to reestablish normality and bring 
about a sovereign society. We need 
to create more indigenous industries, 
abandon the practice of temporary, 
part time, short contract and low 
paying employment. We need to strive 
towards a society that offers equality 
for all.

What next  
for the Euro?
As the EU debt crisis worsens and tests the power of 
democracy, governments fall and abandon sovereignty 
while citizens protest in the streets over economic reforms. 
In Greece, the home of Democracy Prime Minister George 
Papandreou has been criticized and admonished over attempts 
to call a referendum and put EU/IMF austerity plans to the 
popular vote. Ahead of such attempts he has been summoned 
to the Franco German powerhouse of Europe for a meeting 
with Merkel and Sarkozy. His plans to go to the people caused 
horror shock and outrage throughout Europe.

Occupy Dame Street

By Michael Fox



He who has health has hope, and 
he who has hope has everything.
-Arabian Proverb

1.  Move More
 Make it a daily challenge to find 

ways to move your body. Climb 
stairs if given a choice between 
that and escalators or elevators. 
Walk your dog; chase your kids; 
toss balls with friends, mow the 
lawn. Anything that moves your 
limbs is not only a fitness tool, 
it’s a stress buster. Think ‘move’ 
in small increments of time. It 
doesn’t have to be an hour in the 
gym or a 45-minute aerobic dance 
class or tai chi or kickboxing. But 
that’s great when you’re up to it. 
Meanwhile, move more. Thought 
for the day: Cha, Cha, Cha…. 
Then do it!

2.  Cut Fat
 Avoid the obvious such as fried 

foods, burgers and other fatty meats 
(i.e. pork, bacon, ham, salami, ribs 
and sausage). Dairy products such 
as cheese, cottage cheese, milk and 
cream should be eaten in low fat 
versions. Nuts and sandwich meats, 
mayonnaise, margarine, butter and 
sauces should be eaten in limited 
amounts. Most are available in 
lower fat versions such as substitute 
butter, fat free cheeses and 
mayonnaise. Eat fruits, vegetables 
and grains; avoid sweets and other 
processed foods.  Thought for 
the day: Lean, mean, fat-burning 
machine…. Then be one!

3.  Quit Smoking 
 The jury is definitely in on this 

verdict. Ever since 1960 when 

the Surgeon General announced 
that smoking was harmful to 
your health, Americans have been 
reducing their use of tobacco 
products that kill. Just recently, 
we›ve seen a surge in smoking 
in adolescents and teens. Could 
it be the Hollywood influence? 
It seems the stars in every movie 
of late smoke cigarettes. Beware. 
Warn your children of the false 
romance or ‹tough guy› stance 
of Hollywood smokers. Thought 
for the day: Give up just one 
cigarette…. the next one.

4.  Reduce Stress 
 Easier said than done, stress 

busters come in many forms. 
Some techniques recommended 
by experts are to think positive 
thoughts. Spend 30 minutes a 
day doing something you like. 
(i.e.,Soak in a hot tub; walk on 
the beach or in a park; read a 
good book; visit a friend; play 
with your dog; listen to soothing 
music; watch a funny movie. Get 
a massage, a facial or a haircut. 
Meditate. Count to ten before 
losing your temper or getting 
aggravated. Avoid difficult people 
when possible.  Thought for the 
day: When seeing red, think pink 
clouds….then float on them. 

5.  Protect your skin. 
  Sun block should be applied on 

face, neck, arms and hands even 
in the dead of winter.  It protects 
against climatic toxins too.  
Moisturize skin daily.  Thought 
for the day: Clear, fresh, glowing 
skin can be mine if I practice daily 
skin care.

6.  Protect Yourself from Pollution 
 If you can’t live in a smog-free 

environment, at least avoid 
smoke-filled rooms, high traffic 
areas, breathing in highway 
fumes and exercising near 
busy thoroughfares. Exercise 
outside when the smog rating 
is low. Exercise indoors in air 
conditioning when air quality is 
good. Plant lots of shrubbery in 
your yard. It’s a good pollution 
and dirt from the street deterrent. 
Thought for the day: ‘Smoke gets 
in your eyes’…and your mouth, 
and your nose and your lungs 
….hum the tune daily.

 
7.  Wear Your Seat Belt
 Statistics show that seat belts add 

to longevity and help alleviate 
potential injuries in car crashes. 
Thought for the day: Buckle down 
and buckle up.

8.  Avoid Excessive Drinking 
 While recent studies show a glass 

of wine or one drink a day (two for 
men) can help protect against heart 
disease, more than that can cause 
other health problems such as liver 
and kidney disease and cancer. 
Thought for the day: A jug of wine 
should last a long time.

9.  Keep a Positive Mental Outlook 
 There’s a definitive connection 

between living well and 
healthfully and having a cheerful 
outlook on life.  Meditate or spend 
a minimum of five minutes daily 
in quiet time. Thought for the 
day: You can’t be unhappy when 
you’re smiling or singing. 

10.  Exercise your Brain
 Read, study, solve problems and 

learn new skills.  As does the 
body, the brain atrophies with 
lack of use.   Thought for the day: 
Follow these basic tips for healthy 
living and you can better control 
your own destiny.

Improve your health 
in 2012
(10 Essential Health Tips to Practice Every Day) 

9



IN THE CATEGORY  
1–150  HOUSES

Final List 
Pride of Place – The Willows

Donaghmede Estate  
Residents Association

Ravenscourt Residents Association

St. Laurence Grove  
Environmental Group

BADRA

1st Place:  
St Laurence Grove  

Environmental Group
2nd Place:  

Donaghmede Estate  
Residents’ Association

3rd Place:  
BADRA

IN THE CATEGORY 
151-300 HOUSES

Final List 
Lakeglen Residents Association

Infirmary Road & District 
Community & Environment Group

Roundtown Residents Association

Courtland Residents Association

Association of Residents of Terenure

1st Place:  
Infirmary Road & District 

Community & Environment Group

2nd Place:  
Courtland Residents Association

3rd Place:  
Lakeglen Residents Association

IN THE CATEGORY  
OVER 300 HOUSES

Final List
Ard-na-Greine Residents Association

Roundtown Residents Association

Terenure West Residents Association

1st Place:  
Ard na Greine Residents Association

2nd Place:  
Terenure West Residents Association

3rd Place:  
Roundtown Residents Association

DUBLIN CITY NEIGHBOURHOODS  
AWARDS 2011

Residential Competition

St. Lawrence Grove Enviornmental Group who were presented with their prize by the Lord Mayor Andrew Montague. 
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SNOW  CLEARING MADE EASY 
Footpaths & Driveways Cleared in Minutes! 

No more Snow Shovelling 

FITS MOST SACK TRUCKS

Don’t be snowed in – see our snow shield in action   

www.snowclear.ie   

The Snow WILL be back –  be prepared
Order in time – Call Today 059-9148684
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KEANE REPORT:
The Latest Betrayal 
of Homeowners
By Malachy Steenson
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The latest report from Government is but the most 
recent articulation of the position established by 
the previous Government and pursued passionately 
by the current one that Irish citizens, and most 
particularly the homeowners of this country, will 
continue to pay for the huge losses sustained by the 
banking establishment in the casinos of the world. 
The Government’s Economic Management Council 
tasked an Inter-Departmental Group to consider 
further actions to alleviate the increasing problem 
of mortgage arrears and to report to it by the end of 
September. The Group was headed by Declan Keane 
of the Department of Finance (the same department 
that recently found €3.6 billion behind the sofa) 
and consisted of seventeen Civil Servants, three 
representatives of the Central Bank and one each from 
AIB & EBS. In fact there was no one on the working 
group who was likely to be suffering from the problem 
it set out to address, nor were the views of homeowners 
or the representative bodies sought, so therefore the 
result as with so many things was predictable. 

In assessing the mortgage arrears issue, the Group found 
that blanket debt forgiveness schemes would, by design, 
be broad-based in nature and consequently it would be 
impossible to effectively target scarce State resources 
at those most in need. It concluded: “This (blanket 
forgiveness) is simply not affordable. The vast majority 
of mortgage holders can and must continue to meet 
their mortgage commitments and indeed any other debt 
obligations”. They neglected to mention that the reason 
that State resources (i.e. the peoples money) are scarce 
is that they have already gone into the black hole of the 
banks, never to be seen again. 

The mortgage arrears problem is one that is currently 
affecting thousands of our members and is likely to affect 
many thousands more over the coming months and years. 
We have heard much discussion of negative equity but 
for our members that is not an immediate problem as they 
have bought a home to live in and to rear their family. 
The issue for them is an inability to pay - not as with the 
developer and banking class, an unwillingness to pay. 

Amongst the solutions brought forward are two, which are 
effectively further, transfers of wealth from the citizens to the 
banks and to landlords. The first proposal is that if you are 
in arrears you hand the keys back to the bank and continue 
to reside in the property as a tenant. You will pay a portion 
of the mortgage, now called rent, based on your income and 
the balance will be paid by the local authority. The second 
is that again if you are in arrears either a local authority or 
a housing agency funded by the State will buy the property 
from the bank, that is pay off the mortgage and you can 

remain as a tenant paying a differential rent to the agency or 
local authority. The net result of these two proposals is that 
the bank gets all the money it is owed, and you are permitted 
to remain as a tenant in the home you have worked for many 
years to own. By the homeowner remaining in the property 
the bank is saved the cost and hassle of finding a tenant, and 
of making sure that the property is fit for rental, and the State 
is saved the responsibility of providing accommodation for 
the evicted family. 

Many of our members are suffering hugely from the 
current economic recession. They are faced with ever 
increasing costs of living and decreasing take home pay. 
The factors currently affecting them include: - 

•	 Increasing	mortgage	rates
•	 Negative	equity
•	 Increasing	costs	of	house	and	life	insurance	
•	 Household	taxes	-	ACRA	is	a	leading	group	within	
the	National	boycott	campaign	(see	elsewhere	in	this	
magazine)

•	 Increased	cost	of	working,	including	escalating	travel	
costs 

•	 Road	toll	costs	now	average	€1,000	per	year	using	one	
tolled road to and from work every day 

•	 Childcare	costs
•	 Increasing	utility	costs	

House	insurance	has	doubled	in	the	last	number	of	years	
and policies include a 3% government levy originally to 
bale	out	PMPA	and	then	AIB	over	its	purchase	of	ICC.	
A further 2% is now going to be added to this to bale out 
Quinn.	House	insurance	is	not	a	luxury	but	a	requirement	
of mortgage companies. Another problem area is the 
payment of mortgage protection, which includes Life 
Cover.	When	people	fall	into	arrears	the	life	companies	
are using this as an excuse to cancel the policy. Life 
cover is not a luxury either but a further requirement of 
mortgage companies. Mortgage rates are continuing to 
spiral upwards and it’s usual now for a mortgage to be in 
the	range	of	€1,500	per	month,	and	despite	the	order	by	
the Financial regulator some banks have indicated that 
they	will	not	be	passing	on	the	recent	ECB	reduction	of	
1/2	%.	During	the	so-called	Celtic	tiger	era	people	were	
finding it difficult to pay these increasing bills and now 
they	are	finding	it	impossible.	A	recent	Credit	Union	
survey	has	shown	that	the	average	family	has	€70	per	
month left over after paying their bills. 

ACRA	requires	a	major	state	intervention	into	the	
household mortgage market in order to ensure that our 
members have a home to live in at a cost that is affordable 
to them. A solution must be brought in which has the 
welfare of citizens of this country as its priority and not 
the appeasement of our European masters. 
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In response to the report Minister for Finance Michael 
Noonan	said	that	the	proposals	of	Keane	would	prevent	
people having to move home, or change their children’s 
schools and would save them the embarrassment of their 
neighbours knowing what had happened. This is patent 
nonsense and the citizens of this country should not be 
embarrassed by what has happened but should instead 
be shouting from the rooftops, as they have nothing to 

be ashamed of. It is the likes of the minister and his 
government, who won the recent election with the catch 
cry of “we’ll burn the bondholders” - yet within weeks, 
was paying billions of our money to faceless gamblers 
around the world who should feel shame! 

Our members are not in the category of won’t pay, but 
now find themselves in the position that they can’t pay.

ACRA believes that in 
order to resolve the current 
problem the State must 
•	 Write	off	one	half	of	all	mortgage	home	loans	on	

the principal primary residence

•	 Reduce	the	interest	rate	on	the	remaining	half	
to a nominal low rate which just allows an 
administrative charge and not a profit.

•	 Introduce	parity	between	those	in	rented	
accommodation who can avail of rental subsidy 
to rent a landlord’s house and our members who 
are not entitled to any payment. Our members 
who qualify for mortgage assistance are only 
entitled to a portion of the interest paid. The 
payments to landlords are a direct transfer 
of wealth form ordinary working people to 
a landlord class. It is not acceptable that the 

community welfare system will pay up to €1200 
per month in respect of a rental property but not 
assist those trying to stay in their own homes. 

•	 Remove		all	levies	on	house	and	life	insurance.	

•	 Bring	an	end	to	the	capitalisation	of	arrears,	that	
is the practice of adding the arrears onto the end 
of the mortgage when they are not arrears but 
just missed payments. 

•	 Remove	VAT	and	other	levies	from	utility	bills.	
ACRA believes that implementing the above 
will allow people to become more confident in 
the future and allow them to spend any excess 
income they may now have into the economy 
thus building the future and ensuring that others 
remain in employment and leading to a quicker 
rebalancing of the economy. A decent and 
sustainable future cannot be built for our  
people by cutting spending. No country has  
ever cut its way out of recession and Ireland  
will not do so either. 
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Close to one thousand protesters 
assembled at the gates of Leinster 
House on Wednesday 9th November 
over the closure of St Bridget’s ward 
at St Patrick’s Hospital, Waterford. 
The ward was closed by the HSE over 
what was described as health and 
safety issues. Councillor Davy Walsh 
(Workers Party, Waterford City 
North) said: ‘They have removed 26 
high dependency beds in 2008; since 

then they have taken another 30 beds 
out of the hospital. Even though we 
had a definite commitment from 
the HSE that we would have a new 
50-bed community-nursing unit 
provided. We are the only Geriatric 
Hospital in Munster that has suffered 
bed losses. We are highlighting 
that today and this is our third 
time here to Dáil Éireann. We have 
support form TDs and Senators 

who represent the area and we want 
them to put down amendments to 
the financial provisions Bill when it 
goes through the Dáil, to make sure 
that this community nursing unit is 
included in it. It is a small amount of 
money, but there are a lot of people 
waiting to avail of the service. This is 
not a nursing home, it is a hospital, a 
Geriatric Hospital that has attendant 
services 24/7.’

Waterford Ward Closure 
Brings Protest to 
Leinster House

By Michael Fox



This is an updated transport plan 
from the original Circle plan 
designed in orbital fashion. It’s 
called METRO (or the MET for 
short) Modern Efficient Transport 
Route ONE.

This redesigned plan has come about 
due to the present dire financial 
circumstances of the State and the 
extension of the Luas line to City 
West. This Luas extension link now 
makes this orbital network feasible 

and the least expensive of all. The 
efficiency of the orbital system is so 
great that as a result this plan can be 
close to self financing thus benefiting 
all of Dublin, the adjoining counties 
and country users, with Adamstown 
rail station routeas a mainline station 
to most of Ireland. This can take up 
to an hour of total journey time for 
most users. 

This is a simple, quick, inexpensive 
orbital route of less than eight miles 

of rail in total. Just over three miles 
of a Luas line from City West to 
Adamstown rail station and three 
miles of mainline rail from this same 
Adamstown station to the Maynooth 
line at Leixlip. This links up the whole 
network on the west side of Dublin. 
The rest of the orbital route for now is 
completed by Rail bus. On the South 
side from Tallaght Luas to the Dart 
rail line at Sandymount by Rail bus 
via Dundrum, UCD and RDS. On the 
North side from Clonsilla rail station 

The MET:
a new transport plan
By Tom Newton
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to link up the Dart line at Howth 
Junction, via Blanchardstown, Finglas, 
DCU, Ballymun and the Airport. This 
completes the full orbital transport 
network around Dublin. Rail bus is 
a dedicated bus route linking up rail 
lines.

North Dublin, Swords and the 
Airport don’t lose out in this plan. 
These areas are provided with a direct 
link to the city via the Port Tunnel 

getting to the centre even quicker 
than the proposed Metro North. 
This port tunnel usage by bus proved 
very successful when the rail bridge 
over the Estuary bay was out of 
commission in 2010. 

The next part of the plan is the 
linking up of the two Luas lines in 
the city. This is done with the Green 
Link from Fatima (near Jame’s 
hospital) to Stephen’s Green, just 

over a mile in length. This doubles 
the efficiency of the Luas lines in the 
city and maximizes the lines in both 
directions. If the lines are linked up 
from O’Connell St direct to Stephen’s 
Green, this halves the efficiency and 
overloads the operating line making 
it uncomfortable for users. See 
diagrams in this magazine.  
More details on the website  
www.dublinbus.org and  
click on Team Conyngham.

Midland Rail Link
The reopening of this rail line has now become a vital 
link in integrating the whole rail network around 
Ireland. The reopening of the Ennis to Galway line in 
2010 opened the network from Rosslare to Waterford, 
Cork, Kerry, Limerick to Galway line to Athlone 
for Mayo connections. Now by reopening the line 
from Athlone to Mullingar the rail to Sligo would be 
linked up. This would complete the full rail network 
around Ireland. Building new rail lines are now almost 
prohibitive due to costs and inefficiency. Median rail 
on the centre of a motorway is the only inexpensive 
way to build rail, and this is ruled out as most of 
the motorways are built. The great advantage of the 
Athlone to Mullingar link is it already exists. The 
benefit to tourism and for the country, from linking 
up the whole rail network far outweighs the cost of 
reopening the line. It opens the network for more 
freight by rail and for student use etc. 

This reopening of the Athlone to Mullingar line 
becomes more feasible with the short rail link between 

Leixlip and Adamstown, just three miles that is 
essential for a Dublin transport solution. This links 
the Maynooth line into the four track Kildare line 
with ample rail space. This link takes pressure off 
the overloaded Clonsilla line at peak times. By using 
Adamstown rail station for connections and parking, 
an hour can be taken off the overall travel time.

This line further justifies its opening by the introduction 
of the Rail Bus network. The Rail Bus links up rail 
through areas where rail doesn’t exist and is too 
expensive to build. This Rail Bus would operate from 
Sligo to Derry connecting with each train as it arrives in 
Sligo or Derry. One per day in each direction would be a 
tourist Rail Bus around Donegal. Another Rail Bus could 
operate from Mullingar to Navan and through Cavan 
and Monaghan as demand requires. There are many 
more advantages to reopening the Athlone to Mullingar 
line. See them on website www.dublinbus.org.

Tourism is vital for our economy. It is part of our 
natural T.A.F.F.E. resources - Tourism, Agribusiness, 
Forestry, Fisheries and Energy. No other country can 
take these from us.
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HILLVIEW COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE

International Day for  
Eradication of Poverty  
in the World 2011
Talk shared by Sr Anna Creagh, 
Brigidine Sister

Good afternoon! I feel privileged and 
challenged to be with you here today 
to share my thoughts and hopes for a 
more compassionate and just world 
where poverty will be eradicated 
and our earth protected for future 
generations. Firstly, I congratulate you 
on celebrating International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty throughout 
the World. On Thursday, I visited 
Dundrum library to view the project 
on Poverty prepared by you, the 
members of Hillview community. As 
I studied the Poverty Tree depicting 
the causes and effects of poverty and 
the Rainbow of Hope for the future, I 
felt you should be delivering this talk. 
The project was so focused, clear and 
well presented. You can be proud of 
it and proud of yourselves for being 
so aware of those less fortunate and 
living in dire poverty. We need this 
awareness-raising in every parish, 
town and country in our world. You 
have answered Joseph Wresinki’s 
call: “Wherever men and women 
are condemned to live in extreme 
poverty, human rights are violated. 
To come together to ensure that these 
rights be respected is our solemn 
duty.”

What does it mean to be poor? 
We are all poor in the sense that 
everything we have is a gift. We are 
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all dependent on each other. We 
struggle to survive in one way or 
another, i.e. health, family problems, 
unemployment, etc. So the poor is 
not “Them” and “Us”. We all share 
this earth together and there is 
sufficient for everyone if there was 
less greed and more sharing and 
caring. We are all born into different 
circumstances, some of us more 
fortunate than others but with greater 
responsibility to speak out against 
unjust systems which are crippling 
the poor and oppressed. We are all 
children of our Creator God, brothers 
and sisters journeying through life 
together. As the song says: “He ain’t 
heavy, he’s my brother. So on we go”.
We will look at Poverty in Ireland. 
In a survey carried out by Combat 
Poverty it was found that 300,000 in 
Ireland are deprived of basic heat, 
food and clothing - and one third 
of those are under the age of sixteen 
years. We are aware of so many 
unemployed, our youth having to 
leave home and country in search 
of work, the needs of our Travelling 
community, our children with 
learning difficulties deprived of extra 
help in schools and the poor suffering 
because of cutbacks in our health 
system etc. Some of your practical 
solutions in your Rainbow of Hope 
were so positive - hold politicians and 
developers to account; write letters 
challenging our local leaders; get 
involved in your local community; 
grow vegetables in your garden; join 
the Credit Union etc.

As we look at Global Poverty we 
see the obsession with economic 
growth, which is a feature of the 
global economy and is impoverishing 
the majority of our peoples of the 
world and endangering the planet. 
The demands that are made by our 
modern affluent way of living are 
widening the gap between rich and 
poor. Multinational companies and 
international finance agencies are 
exploiting the poor with cheap labour, 
and a constant supply of cheap 

natural resources. Poorer nations 
are selling their valuable resources 
in order to service crippling debts 
by richer nations and institutions. 
Over production, distribution, 
consumption, the cutting down of 
forests and trade and development 
are diminishing life on the earth for 
future generations. The goods of this 
world are meant for all human life on 
earth. Our emphasis will have to be 
on sharing rather than consumption, 
on long-term needs rather than on 
immediate gratification. We must 
have an emphasis on community 
values and ecosystems rather than 
one on profit and greed.

1.2 billion in the world have no 
access to clean water; 2.6 billion have 
no sanitation. 20% of the world’s 
population own and consume 80% of 
the world’s resources. Compare the 
massive expenditure on arms with 
the expenditure on the welfare of the 
poor people of the world. 1.2 million 
dollars per minute is spent on arms 
and military weapons of war that 
could feed all the starving people of 
the world. “Enough is Plenty” is a 
book written by Ann Ryan, a lecturer 

in Maynooth College. I attended 
a seminar facilitated by her. She 
believes that ENOUGH is a basis 
for a new world. ENOUGH is a real 
challenge in living. ENOUGH asks 
us to make decisions for the common 
good. Ask myself the questions: Have 
I enough eaten? Have I enough drink 
taken? Have I enough money? Could 
I share? Have I enough time to visit a 
neighbour, a hospital, a prison? If we 
know something is wrong, we must 
challenge it. We are all connected. We 
can’t ignore or deny what’s going on 
around us. Ask the critical questions. 
Indifference is serious.
The road to justice and peace lies 
in each person’s heart. It lies in 
relationships when there is a refusal 
to dominate and manipulate. It is 
a readiness to forgive, to share, to 
listen and to speak out on behalf 
of the poor and oppressed. Are we 
prepared to live more simply so that 
our brothers and sisters who live in 
desperate poverty can begin to live 
with basic dignity? What can I do? 
What can we do? As well as talk the 
talk, we need to walk the walk, and 
work to eradicate poverty in our 
world.



THE NATIONAL BODY FOR RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS

Who are We?
ACRA is a voluntary organisation, non-profit making and non-party political. 

ACRA was founded on the 27th July 1955 in Dublin by residents from a number 
of areas who were having problems getting their estates “taken in charge” by 

their local authorities. Since its inception, ACRA has grown into the National 
Body for Residents’ Associations representing the rights and interests of 

homeowners throughout the country at a national level. 

For many years the major issues were ground rent and domestic rates. Today 
the primary function of ACRA is to provide a forum for residents associations. 
Based on agreed policies we present to both local and national government(s), 

solutions we believe are in the best interests of our members and the 
community in general. Over the years society has become more complex, 

growth in home ownership has increased enormously and people’s expectations 
in relation to their homes and local environments has also increased. 

To provide effective solutions to the problems facing residents’ associations 
today a strong national body is necessary to provide the research and lobbying 
functions required to succeed. The past fifty-six years have shown the success 

and achievements of ACRA in working for the community. 

www.acra.ie
acramag@gmail.com
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Insurance Scheme
for Residents’ Associations 

affiliated to ACRA 

I am delighted to advise with effect from 1st of November 
2011 that the business of Community Insurances 
Consultants Ltd will transfer to Alan B Kidd & Company 
Ltd, trading as Kidd Insurances, E6 Nutgrove Business 
Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.  This will give you the 
professional support of a larger broker and, where 
necessary, access to a wider range of insurers and 
insurance products including specialist/niche insurance 
schemes. It will also enable you to avail of the increased 
bargaining power of a larger broker in a market where 
premiums are starting to increase.  

I have taken this decision to transfer the business to Kidd 
Insurances as they are a long established firm of insurance 
brokers with wide experience of the needs of community/
voluntary groups who also believe in providing a very 
personal service to clients. The transfer has been notified 
to the Central Bank of Ireland and will take effect from 1st 
November 2011.

Ms Emma Cross of Kidd Insurances will be your Account 
Executive, and she will contact you in advance of your 
renewal date to discuss your insurance needs.   
She is available on 01-2079400 or by  
email emmacross@kiddinsurances.ie

I wish to thank you most sincerely for your support over 
the last number of years.

Kind Regards
Kevin Sheerin

The ACRA officer board wishes to take this opportunity 
to thank Kevin for all his hard work above and beyond 
the call of duty on our behalf and that of our members. 
The ACRA News team will miss him for his well-
informed articles on insurance issues. All that remains 
is to wish Kevin and his family health and happiness in 
his retirement.  Editor.  
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NatioNal
officers 

of a.c.r.a
CHAIRMAN 

John N. Merrigan

14 Tonlegee Drive, Raheny, 

Dublin 5.

Tel: 01 847 8365

SECRETARY

Malachy Steenson

23 Spencer Street,

North Strand Road,

Dublin 3.

Tel: 086 6024239

COMMUNICATION OFFICER 
Thomas Newton

7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan, 

Co.Dublin. 

Tel: 01 295 6797

between 7/8pm

HON-TREASURER  
Michael Whelan

Marael, 2 Ribbontail Close, 

Longwood, 

Enfield, Co. Meath.

Tel: 046 9555825

CHAIRMAN OF  

GROUND RENTS 

SUB-COMMITTEE 
Tony O’ Toole

11 Ann Devlin Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

Tel: 01 4943273

Application for
Affiliation to ACRA

Association Name ..................................................................................................................

Honorary Secretary ................................................................................................................

Home Address .......................................................................................................................

Telephone Number .......................................   Work/Office Number ....................................

CERTIFICATE OF ACRA MEMBERSHIP
We, the undersigned, acting on behalf of the above mentioned association, hereby apply 
for an affiliation to ACRA (The National Body for Residents’ Associations).

We hereby certify that the number of the household membership in our 

Association is ..............................................   Date ...........................................................

Annual General Meeting is held in the month of  ...................................................................

Signed ........................................................   Chairperson, Tel No ......................................

Signed ........................................................   Secretary, Tel No ..........................................

Signed ........................................................   Treasurer, Tel No ..........................................

A First Time Affiliation Fee of €63.50 is payable, thereafter an affiliated association will be 
required to submit the equivalent of €1.27 per member household per year. Cheques, Bank Draft 
or Postal Order only, crossed and made payable to ACRA. This form should be fully completed 
and returned to the address below. First time affiliates must enclose a copy of their constitution. 

Send to: Communication Officer, Thomas Newton,7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan,  
Co. Dublin. Tel No: 086 3127364 

Official use only: Date received .................. accepted ................. logged ................ 

Application for
Affiliation to ACRA

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Name ...................................................................................................................................

Home Address ......................................................................................................................

Telephone Number .......................................   Work/Office Number ....................................

CERTIFICATE OF ACRA MEMBERSHIP
I, the undersigned, wish to apply for an affiliation to ACRA (The National Body for Residents’ 
Associations).

Signed .........................................................    Date .........................................................

An annual fee of €15.24 is payable. Cheques, Bank Draft or Postal Order only, crossed and made 
payable to ACRA. This form should be fully completed and returned to the address below. 

Send to: Communication Officer, Thomas Newton,7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan,  
Co. Dublin. Tel No: 086 3127364

Official use only: Date received ................... accepted ................ logged ................ 

CHAIRMAN 
John N. Merrigan

14 Tonlegee Drive, Raheny, 
Dublin 5.

Tel: 01 847 8365

SECRETARY
Malachy Steenson
23 Spencer Street,

North Strand Road,
Dublin 3.

Tel: 086 6024239

TREASURER
Thomas Newton

7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan, 
Co.Dublin. 

Tel: 01 295 6797

CHAIRMAN OF  GROUND 
RENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

Tony O’ Toole
11 Ann Devlin Park, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 

14.Tel: 01 4943273
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Crossword

Across

1. Attends the bride (10)

8. Donkeys (5)

9. Approaches (5)

10. Kitchen utensils (4)

12. Tiny (6)

14. Pertaining to the post office (6)

17. The Orient (4)

21. Begin (5)

22. Faint (5)

23. Very powerful nation (10)

Down

2. Ascended (5)

3. Partial darkness (4)

4. From that time (5)

5. Once more (5)

6. Covered with dust (5)

7. Group of tents (4)

11. Become firm (3)

13. Evening (3)

14. Mexican money (5)

15. Acute (5)

16. Participant (5)

18. Worship (5)

19. Very small (4)

20. Capital of Norway (4)

Solution to last issue’s crossword




